CAESAR      IN      ABYSSINIA	l8l
J But the most extravagant and noisy of the journalistic
menageries was that assembled at the British Consulate,
a three-storeyed white house in a lovely sheltered garden
; standing on a hill a mile outside Harrar. The keeper of
this zoo, Chapman-Andrews, had dealt with Kurds and
Iraqis in his time without flinching, but a fortnight after
our arrival he removed to the Swedish Hospital for a rest-
cure.
The pressmen in their segarate^ cages were as follows,
i. Herbert Ekins, of the United Press. Ekins was a flash
expert on China and Manchukuo. He could send any big
story back in a split second. He held the most extraordinary
views about the numbers of troops which Nasibu had
assembled in the Ogaden. He was convinced that Graziani
would enter Harrar before the end of 1935. Betting was
his favourite sport and his formula, uttered in a high
impulsive voice was this:—
" I lay you all that General Graziani will enter Harrar
by the Jijiga gate in Nasibu's Ford V8, with Dedjazmatch
Nasibu in his entourage, £10 by December ist, £25 by
December 1561, ^50 by Christmas Day."
The Jijiga gate was a corrugated iron erection on the
Ogaden road just below the Consulate. A few people
were bright enough to take his bets but most, including
myself, were too alarmed by the circumstantiality of
the terms to utter a word. Ekins, we felt, must be in
the know.
2. Lawrence Stallings of Movietone and Nana. Stallings
wrote "What Price Glory55 and "The Big Parade" : a
poetic genius of immense verbal power, with the dislike of
the Confederate States for coloured men, he ran about
loose in Ethiopia. As loose as his mechanical leg would
let him. Stallings lost his leg in the war and had suffered
hell from osteomyelitis. I had enjoyed the same disease
as a boy, and together we used to swop wonderful stories
about the decay of bones at the marrow. Stallings' leg
lay heavy on his mind. When he was not talking about the
old leg and the new substitute, his suffering sublimated
into abuse of the Emperor—" the little Jew pedlar who's
lost his licence "—or the rest of Ethiopia—" the booggies*
and the dirty slaves."
* A booggy is a black man

